
 

 

 

 

Over a thousand daffodils are reminding us that spring is here at Blackwood.    Hundreds of perennials -- day lilies, 
oriental lilies, alliums, and cone flowers are waiting to bloom--just about the time of your arrival--and we are looking 
forward to greeting each of you…once again! 

The reviews of this year’s concerts will contain many superlatives.  We are introducing new performers--Pierre 
Fracalanza, Frederick Hodges, and Adam Swanson--and are bringing back old favorites—Jelani Eddington and Dave 
Wickerham.  Expect an early SELL OUT! 

FRACALANZA OPENS CONCERT SEASON  

Be prepared for an unusual presentation of “easy 
listening” music on July 21, when PIERRE FRACALANZA 

comes to Blackwood 
for the Make-a-Wish 
benefit concerts.  

Pierre has been 
delighting his 
audiences for many 
years, but more so 
now that he has 
added other audio 

and visual exponents to his work.  With his new 
equipment, he can “channel” the workmanship of our 
favorite musicians so that we experience the concert 
performance in a new dimension.  It is rumored that 
Pierre’s concert in July will concentrate on “Cole”—
Buddy Cole, Nat and Natalie Cole, and Cole Porter 
music. 

With a love for entertaining, Pierre spent the first half of 
his career playing in Detroit’s exclusive clubs and 
restaurants and later in Pontiac’s Theatre Organ Pizza 
and Pipes.  Among his many accomplishments is 
opening for Carol Channing at the Macomb Center for 
the Performing Arts.  

Concerts will begin promptly at 2:00 pm and 4:30 pm, 
with refreshments in between. A minimum donation of 
$40 is suggested, payable to “Make-A-Wish” and 
presented at the concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

SWANSON’S RAGTIME WOWS AUDIENCES  

Even before obtaining his Bachelor and Master degrees 
from Peabody Conservatory, ADAM SWANSON was 
rapidly becoming known as one of the world’s foremost 
performers of ragtime and early American popular 
music.   He is the only four-time winner of the World 
Championship Old 
Time Piano Playing 
Contest.   

At the age of 19, he 
made his debut at 
Carnegie Hall in New 
York with Michael 
Feinstein.   He has 
performed at the 
Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C., and at Festivals in Hungary.  In 
addition to tours in Switzerland and Australia, and 
private venues in the United States, Adam frequently 
performs at the Diamond Belle Saloon in the historic 
Strater Hotel in Durango, Colorado--his home town. His 
recordings have been used on CBCTV show Murdoch 
Mysteries.  If you view him on YouTube to hear one of 
his hits, you’ll linger long watching his fingers pass over 
those piano keys.  He’s young – enthusiastic-- and 
uplifting!    

Reserve Sunday, August 25th for one groovy ragtime 
concert at Blackwood you don’t want to miss.  Bring a 
friend . . . make it a Vintage party!
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WICKERHAM AND CHARLIE CHAPLIN CREATE A MASTERPIECE 

Clear your calendar for September 15th for that’s when DAVE WICKERHAM will return 
to Blackwood to accompany Charlie Chaplin’s most lauded classic film – CITY LIGHTS.  

As we say each year, DAVE WICKERHAM needs no introduction.  We have witnessed his 
incomparable talent many times--and keep asking for more opportunities to hear him 
perform. 

Dave has played in Organ Stop Pizza Parlors and in most of the world’s grand pipe organ 
venues; he’s a favorite for conventions as well as private homes; he’s been named 
Theatre Organist of the Year by the American Theatre Organ Society—and he continues 
to be in demand by all.   Dave instinctively knows what each 
audience wants to hear . . . and he delivers!  

CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S little “Tramp” character is recognized throughout the world, even in 
countries where his movies are not shown, but in no film is he more poignant than in City 
Lights. The story is a romantic comedy that revolves around the mishaps of the Tramp as he 
falls in love with a blind flower girl and develops a chaotic friendship with an alcoholic 
millionaire. 

The film took nearly three years to complete and was an immediate success when it first 
appeared in New York in 1931.  Critics consider City Lights to be not only Chaplin’s highest 
accomplishment but also one of the greatest films of all times.  It is preserved in the Library of 
Congress National Film Registry.  In 2007, the American Film Institute ranked it 11th on the list 
of best American films of all time; and in 2008 chose the film as the best romantic comedy of 
American cinema. The film’s final scene has been reported to be “one of the greatest single 
pieces of acting ever committed to celluloid” . . . “one of the greatest moments in film 
history.”  Chaplin’s surest confirmation of the film’s masterwork, however, came in Los 
Angeles when his friend Albert Einstein was in the audience and, “During the final scene I 
noticed Einstein wiping his eyes,” Chaplin reported. 

With both Wickerham and the Tramp—sound and silence-- this concert will be pure magic.   Make your reservation 
NOW, for it will be SOLD OUT quickly. 

KUDOS .  .  .  
MARY TEARE celebrated Birthday 103 on January 12th with a 
party at the College View Towers.  Her doctor attributes her 
longevity to having never smoked and genetics. Her siblings lived 
to 96, 98, and 102.   Her mental acuity comes from years of 
playing bridge.   She eats a healthy diet that always has room for 
sweets.  She is still beautiful and is looking forward to seeing City 
Lights again.   

.  .  . IN MEMORIAM  

 
  

TOM TIBBOTT was a member of the BTOS Scholarship Committee 
for 17 years.  He was known as a dedicated educator, mainly in the 
Butler County Schools, which he proudly served for 41 years -- hired 
as the youngest and retired as the oldest principal.  Tom began 
each school day with the message, “The choices you make today 
shape your world tomorrow.” 

DOROTHY SCHUCHERT, a long-time enthusiast of all Blackwood 
endeavors, was also a high-school classmate of quite a few BTOS 
volunteers.  She was his sponsor and attended Ben Robertson’s 
inauguration into South Hills High School Alumni Hall of Fame only 
three weeks prior to her death.   

 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 

MARY ! 



EDDINGTON AND HODGES ELECTRIFY DINNER PATRONS 
  
This year’s Scholarship Dinner Concert on October 13 will be beyond words, for each of the artists is lauded as one of 
the “best” in the world.  

 JELANI EDDINGTON is one of the most prominent and sought-after artists on the concert 
circuit.  Since the age of 13, when he won the ATOS Young Theater Organist Competition for 
ages 13 – 21 from the United States, England, Australia and New Zealand, Jelani has been 
breaking records. He has toured extensively throughout the world and has produced and 
marketed over 30 theatre organ albums on some of the best-known and most dynamic 
instruments in the country.  Jelani has appeared at Blackwood many times, as an organist for 
Make-A-Wish and twice as a pianist performing Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No 2, and 
Grieg's Piano Concerto in A minor.   

In 2014, Jelani became the first musician to have a video of his theatre organ performance go 
“viral.” To date his rendition of John Williams Star Wars Symphonic Suite has earned over 3 
million views worldwide. 

FREDERICK HODGES is universally known and sought after by today’s foremost orchestras, 

festivals and collaborative musicians for his artistry as a pianist and singer, his charisma, and 

for his mastery of a vast repertoire, from Liszt to Gershwin. While still a student at the 

University of California, Berkeley, he joined Don Neely’s Royal Society Jazz Orchestra as 

pianist and since then, has toured the globe.  Hodges has appeared on national television, 

radio, and in several Hollywood films.  He is in demand as an accompanist for silent film 

performances, both live and on DVD, and performs regularly at the Niles Essanay Silent Film 

Museum.  The press has acclaimed Hodges as one of the best ragtime pianists in the world.  

When asked if together they might perform Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue or Gottschalk’s 

Grande Tarantella, Jelani replied, “We might play them both!”  Whatever they choose to 

play will be mind-boggling. . . unforgettable! 

SEATS ARE EXTREMELY LIMITED.  Remember the adage “The early Bird gets the Worm” . . . Reserve YOUR space TODAY. 

2019 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

This year’s BLACKWOOD ARTS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS have just been announced.   A  total  of $26,500  in scholarships 
was awarded this year – the largest amount ever granted  by our organization.   Those sharing in this total are 

EXCEPTIONAL – In alphabetical order they are:  ELIZABETH EDWARDS (Cello)-Home Schooled;  EMILY HAYES (Harp) - 

Slippery Rock High School;  MICHELLE KENYON (Violin) Butler High School;  DEVIN LAI (Violin) – Morgantown High 
School;  SOPHIE LAUVER (Percussion) – Mt. Lebanon High School;  NATHAN MAGLEY (Clarinet) – CAPA;   JOSEF 
MUELLER (Violin) – Home Schooled;  ALEXIS SCHULTE-ALBERT (Double Bass) – Mt. Lebanon High School;  MEGAN SWIFT 
(Voice) – Franklin Regional High School.    

They are all OUTSTANDING musicians.  Make plans to attend their Recital on Sunday, June 2.    Bring friends, for this is a 
free concert—open to all.    Six of the awardees representing various instruments used in the auditions will be 
performing at the recital. 

 

Emily 
Hayes 

Elizabeth 
Edwards 

Sophie    
Lauver 

Nathan 
Magley 

Josef 
Mueller 

Alexis    
Schulte-Albert 



 

A tour by the New Wilmington Garden 

Club.    

 

A tour by the Butler Rotary Club 

Dassa McKinney Elementary School Field Trip to Blackwood.   The 4th-grade came 

to hear Dave Wickerham at the organ and view the silent film “Liberty” With 

Laurel and Hardy.   They were amazed to see the floor open and in awe as the 

capes opened at the same time.   Dave took time to explain the theater organ. 

BLACKWOOD ARTS – OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

In August, a dozen watercolor artists 

spent a day at Blackwood painting 

with Bill Vrscak, a signature 

American Watercolor Society artist. 

The Third and Sixth-Grade students at Dassa McKinney Elementary School 

participated in an art workshop at the school with John Manders, a world     

renowned illustrator of children’s books.  These events introduced the students       

to become more creative using art.    The character on the left was developed ad hoc 

as students offered attributes for the character.  On the top right John Manders is 

developing a character with the second 3rd grade class. 

Top - Dassa McKinney Elem. School 4th 
grade Band Class using some of the 37 
new instruments purchased from Conn-
Selmer through the generous donations 
of Blackwood Arts patrons. 
Bottom -  5th and 6th grade band classes. 



BLACKWOOD ARTS 2019 PROGRAM AND RESERVATIONS 
BLACKWOOD ARTS continues to be an all-volunteer organization.  Some contribute much because they know what 
needs to be done. Willing hands are always welcome to share the journey, for we work as a team . . . as friends.    

Last year, many local merchants shared in our outreach work through contributions of food or other support.  We thank 
them for their generosity and care.  Please take note of their names:  

Applebee’s, Butler Busy Beaver, Grove City Chili’s, Butler                                 
County Market, Grove City  Family Traditions, Harrisville Giant Eagle, Slippery Rock          
Iron Bridge, Mercer Max & Erma’s, Cranberry                  Sam’s Club, Butler            
Springfield Group, Mercer Texas Roadhouse, Butler True Value Hardware, Slippery Rock 

In 1999, the Blackwood Theater Organ Society -- now Blackwood Arts -- was recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and all contributions to it are tax deductible, as allowed by law.  Blackwood Arts has annual 
concerts for Make-A-Wish to benefit children in areas north of Allegheny County, and a funded program that awards scholarships 
to high school seniors continuing their education towards a career in instrumental music education and performance.  It is a 
volunteer organization, with no paid staff.  If you are interested in volunteering, or attending any of the events, please return the 
reservation form at the bottom of this page.  The new WEBSITE IS: BLACKWOODARTS.ORG. 

PROGRAM FOR 2019:   All concerts are on a SUNDAY, begin at 2:00 pm (unless noted), and include refreshments.  

JUNE 2 – RECITAL BY SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS.  Free concert, open to the public. 

JULY 21 – MAKE-A-WISH CONCERT FEATURING PIERRE FRACALANZA.  Contributions, payable to “Make-A-Wish” will be 
received at each performance.  Please note this is a benefit concert and all reservations should be guaranteed.  
Minimum donation, $40 per person. 

AUGUST 25 – RAGTIME PIANO CONCERT with ADAM SWANSON -- $25 per person. 

SEPTEMBER 15 – DAVE WICKERHAM/CLASSIC FILM “CITY LIGHTS” STARRING CHARLIE CHAPLIN -- $30 per person. 

OCTOBER 13 – DINNER CONCERT with JELANI EDDINGTON and FREDERICK HODGES -- $150 per person  

                  Please clip and return                  
 

(     )  BASIC SUPPORT ……...……………………………………………………………….. $20 PER HOUSEHOLD $ _____________  

(     )   RAGTIME PIANO CONCERT....……………………………………………….… $25 PER PERSON   $______________ 

(     )   WICKERHAM/CHAPLIN FILM “CITY LIGHTS” …………………..…..…… $30 PER PERSON    $______________   

(     )   SCHOLARSHIP DINNER CONCERT……………………………………………… $150 PER PERSON $______________                                                                                                                         

                                                 TOTAL PAYABLE TO “BLACKWOOD ARTS” ------- $______________          

      (     )  RECITAL BY SCHOLARS  (FREE)……………………………..................Number Attending ______ 

      (     )  MAKE A WISH CONCERT…………………….Time ___________    Number Attending  ______    
                                       Checks, payable to “Make A Wish” will be received at the concert.  

       (     )   VOLUNTEER:   FOOD ____________________   OTHER/INFORMATION_____________________________  

NAME________________________________________________________E-MAIL ___________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________PHONE__________________ 

Note:  Your cancelled check will confirm your reservations; no tickets will be issued 

MAIL TO:     Blackwood Arts c/o CAROLE WOLFE, 2836 TREMONTE DR, ALLISON PARK, PA 15101 
412-780-9709  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 CALENDAR 

JUNE 2 – 2:00 pm 
2019 Student Recital 

JULY 21 – 2:00 and 4:30 pm  
Make-A-Wish Concert 

Pierre Fracalanza 

AUGUST 25 – 2:00  pm 
Ragtime Piano Concert with 

Adam Swanson  

SEPTEMBER 15 – 2:00 pm 
Silent Film “City Lights” 

Dave Wickerham, Organist 

OCTOBER 13 – 2:00 pm  
Scholarship Dinner Concert 

Jelani Eddington and Frederick 
Hodges  

 

118 Blackwood Lane    Harrisville, PA 16038  

NEWSLETTER 

BLACKWOOD – 118 Blackwood Lane, Harrisville, PA 16038 
724 - 735 2813 

THE HOUSE AND TOWER ARE NOT VISIBLE 

FROM THE ROAD.    LOOK FOR THE 

BALLOONS, RED MAIL BOX AND POST 

BRIDGE 

BRIDGE IS CLOSED MAY 30 TO SEPT. 
30.   DRIVING NORTH ON RT 8, DRIVE 
TO HARRISVILLE, TURN RT ON RT 58 
AND GO 3.5 MI.  TURN RT ON BLACK 
RD AND GO 1.5 MILES.  THE 
DRIVEWAY IS MARKED ON THE LEFT. 

ALERT…  ROAD CLOSURES GOING TO BLACKWOOD 
See above map for recommended detour 

 

GROVE CITY 

EXIT 113 


